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The two pillars of the course use Dr. Stephen Krashen’s theories of Second Language Acquisition Theory supported by Dr. Beniko
Mason’s teaching practice of Story-Listening and Guided Self-Selected Reading. The theories that support the practice include the
Comprehensible Input Hypothesis (CI) which proposes we only learn language when we understand messages. The Affective Filter
Hypothesis which explains learning happens best when the learning environment is designed to reduce student stress or anxiety. The
Conduit Hypothesis which claims that there are three stages in the development of academic language and each stage serves as a conduit
for the next, providing the literacy competence as well as the knowledge needed to progress to the next stage. (Stories = SSR = Narrow
Academic Reading) The Net Hypothesis which claims that given enough comprehensible input, i+1, all the vocabulary and structures
the student is ready for, is automatically provided. And finally the Forgetting Hypothesis which claims that language acquisition occurs
most efficiently when we are so interested in the message that we “forget” it is in another language. This can be accomplished by
providing students with stories they find interesting (Story-Listening) and can read (Guided Self-Selected Reading) in an environment
where students are supported with the assistance of the teacher to learn at their own rate. When students listen to and read stories that are
compelling and comprehensible they are able to acquire the language needed to be able to read, write, listen, and speak as well as excel
on assessments.
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Student progress will be tracked throughout the semester with an individual story log to ensure they have
successfully read and comprehend a certain number of books and stories. Vocabulary acquisition will be
assessed through an initial pre-test of words that will be recycled and introduced throughout the school
year. Post-tests will be conducted following a Story Listening lesson. Lastly, delayed post-tests will be
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administered to evaluate the retention rate of vocabulary throughout the course. Other forms of student
assessments will include CLOZE tests as well as different summarizing exercises to promote higher order
thinking skills that result from enough comprehensible input and guided reading activities. The teacher can
initial in the story log after assessing the form completed after reading each story. Students can also be
asked to summarize the SL stories to demonstrate comprehension of the folk tales being delivered as Story
Listening stories in class or authentic texts that are first selected for students to read (Guided Self-
Selected Reading) followed by Self-Selected Reading (SSR) texts.
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